
 Welcome to Crafts and Pottery- Ms. Barber 
 
Crafts and Pottery I is an introduction to the ceramics processes. The intent of the course is to provide 
students with a fundamental background in forming, and firing techniques, using clay as an expressive 
medium. 
 
The ceramics process is time consuming, and takes practice, diligence, and patience to grasp the 

techniques involved in the actual execution of a given project.  
 
By the end of the semester ceramics students should be comfortable with the terms of the ceramics process, as well as recognize 
the forming, decorating and firing technique of a work of ceramic art. One of the intentions of the course is to instill an 
appreciation and understanding of the process, in order that students will be able to identify ceramic art throughout their various 
life experiences.  
 
This class allows for a creative and expressive outlet through multiple mediums such as a sketchbook/ art journal, clay, 
brainstorming/ discussions, and creative thinking/problem solving. All of these skills can be used in any content area and 
throughout life lessons. 
Rules, Expectations, Routines: 
 
                    Ceramics Studio Student Expectations: 

Follow the rules of the school.  
Respect the art room and materials. 
Respect themselves and others. 
Respect others artwork. 
Perform to their highest potential. 

 
                    Classroom Rules- Student Written- Fill out 
 
No Food or Drink (unless water and must have the nurses’ pass) 
 
No THROWING CLAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    Needle Tool Rules: Student Safety (Also applies to Exacto Knives) 

All needle tools are color coded by table 
Only 2 needle tools per table 
All needle tools must be put back at 10 min bell. 
In the event of a MISSING needle tool, ALL students are REQUIRED to STAY in class until it is FOUND! 

 



 
 
                    Cell Phone Policy: 

Students may only use cell phones when sign indicates and only go to approved sites/ apps 
 
Approved uses/apps/sites: 
Kahoot 
Quizlet 
Google Images 
Pinterest 
Listening to music - one earbud in- phone is away 
Pictures for portfolio 

 
Disapproved uses: 
Social Media- Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, Youtube, Instagram, Tumblr, etc 
Videos/ Picture taking 
Communication- texting, phone calls, messenger, etc 
 

                    Routine: 
It is expected that as soon as you come in the room you are ready to work. You are to get your paperwork, pencil, 

and sketchbook from the bins (YES, all your stuff can stay in here! Its your classroom too!) clay/ project and get right to 
work. Most paperwork can be done individually or with your group. All other assignments are to be completed 
individually unless otherwise noted. 

 
****You need to take the responsibility to speak with me if there is a problem that is causing you to be uncomfortable in class, to 
miss many classes, or miss turning in assignments.  Without your communication I cannot consider alternative options to get you 
through the course. *** 
 
By initialing by each section, you have read over the Rules, Expectations, and Routines and understand them. You have heard 
them discussed in class, and you have been pointed out the posters that will be daily reminders. If you chose not to follow these 
Rules, Expectations, and Routines disciplinary actions will take place such as referral, parent contact, security, administration, etc. 
 
 
The UNIT 
 
                    Sketchbooks 

Sketchbook are to be completed (at least the drawing part) before starting the ceramic portion of the unit. If not all 
notes are in the sketchbook, but the drawing is done then they can proceed, but that is the only exception. The sketchbook 
can be used on the midterm and final exam and counts as part of your final grade. 

 
                    Grading: 
 50% ---Projects 

30% --- Minor Assignments 
20% --- Classwork 

 
 
While one's response to creative activity can be a very subjective(personal) experience, there are particular and concrete things 
that can be evaluated.  One can see clear improvement in the ability to articulate the reasoning behind decisions, and, more 
importantly, it is quite easy to see the effort that a student makes in class and the time a student has spent on outside assignments. 
That said, you can be assured that I will not be grading your work on whether I "like" it, but on your willingness to search for a 
solution to the proposed problems. Rubrics will be given per unit for project grading purposes 



 
 
All units will have several types of assessments. A pre-assessment to show what knowledge both the class and individuals know 
about certain topics/ skills, a formative assessment to show progress of the unit and finally a summative assessment that is all the 
information from the unit. These assessments can be given in the form of a project, quiz, test, written assignment, rubric, self 
assessment, charts(KWL), class discussions, observations, portfolio, sketchbook, activities, games, etc. 
 
                    Creating a Portfolio: 

After every project/ end of the unit, you should document your finished project. In the picture should be your 
project and your name tag. There is a poster in the room that shows the format of the Portfolio page. An artist statement is 
required at the end of each project. Remember this should look professional and again can also be used on the final exam 
and counts as part of your final grade. 

 
                    Attendance: 

If you are absent, your assignments should be in your tables’ bin. If it is not there it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY 
to check the extras bin and if it is not there, then please see me so that I can get a copy for you. If you have any questions 
on the missed work you can ask myself or a classmate. You have as many days as you were absent to complete the work if 
absent on the date due. Tests/ quizzes need to be made up during SERA. 

 
                    Lates: 

Demonstrations, instructions, reviews will be given at the beginning of class. Please do not come in late. More 
than 5 mins late without a pass results in a referral. You will only be excused if you have a pass.  

 
                    Participation: 

It is expected that you will come to class attentive and ready to work.  The time in a studio class is imperative to 
understanding the material covered and your focus is essential in generating helpful discussion. Participation in class 
discussion will be taken into account–particularly in the case of borderline grades. Cleanliness is also a part of this grade. 
You are responsible for your own messes and you need to clean up after yourself. If leave a mess, you will have a verbal 
warning, then after that points will be deducted. If you do not have a pen or a pencil you can borrow a red pen, but as 
a result for not being prepared for class/ unable to participate, there will be 5 points taken off the assignment/s. 

 
                    Critique: 

In class there will be group critiques of both projects in progress and finished projects. A  critique is basically an 
analysis of the projects. Students will be asked to comment using constructive criticism on the work of their peers. Group 
critiques will provide an opportunity for students to share their solutions to solving the design and construction problems 
posed by the projects. Critiques can also be in the form of self assessment or written assignments. 

 
                    Safety: 

Some materials and equipment used for art making pose a potential hazard if students do not follow safe practice 
procedures.  Safe practice procedures are an integral part of instruction in studio classes. Students are responsible for 
being aware of the properties of materials they use and the proper procedure for using equipment in the school.  Needle 
Tools and Exacto Knives must be handed in by the 10 min (clean up) bell.( Also see poster in classroom and the 
above section on the syllabus) This is for safety reasons as well as economic reasons as they are expensive to purchase if 
lost. If there is an instance where a needle tool is MISSING, the entire class will stay and help in locating the tool and 
putting it in its proper holder. Passes will be issued if an occurrence like this happens. Please let me know if you are 
unsure about something. It’s better to be on the safer side of things. SDS sheets are readily available if needed. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Project Descriptions 
 
Pinch Pot Amplifier- Students will create a clay amplifier using the pinch pot technique. They will learn about 
Wassily Kandinsky his theory about the relationship between art and music. Students will chose an animal to create the 
amplifier. 
 
Due Date:                                                                                                                                          . 
 
 
Tiki Coil Pot- Create a Tiki using the coil method. Tiki minimum is 8 in and maximum is 10 in. Students will look at 
different pacific island cultures and how they relate to the tiki design.  
 
Due Date:                                                                                                                                          . 
 
 
Japanese Sushi Plate-  Create a sushi plate using the slab/ slump method.  Students will learn about traditional 
Japanese sushi making. Students will also learn about the Japanese population in Seabrook and the Buddhist Temple. 
 
 
Due Date:                                                                                                                                          . 
 
 
Day of the Dead Talavera- Sculpt a Day of the Dead inspired talavera. Add elements that are distinctive of the 
tradition/ culture. Using the slab method. Min 5” max 7” Also may create a papel picado out of tissue paper/ decorative 
paper 
 
Due Date:                                                                                                                                          . 
 
 
Slab built house/ gingerbread house/ Box with a lid- Students will create a hard slab construction of their choice. 
Each of the choices works with the same building techniques, just the final result will be different. Min 5x5x5”  Max is 
7x7x7.”  
 
Due Date:                                                                                                                                          . 
 
Introduction to wheel throwing Cereal bowl- Students will be introduced to wheel throwing and will create a cereal 
bowl. The bowl will be an advertisement for a cereal of their choice or ones they create themselves. Students will also 
learn how to trim their pot on the wheel. 
 
Due Date:                                                                                                                                          . 
 
Face Jugs/ Face mugs/ Selfi Mug-  Students will be introduced to the historical and more modern face jugs. They can 
chose if they would like to create their own face onto the mug, someone they know, or a made up face. They will build 
upon their previous wheel knowledge by adding a handle to the wheel thrown piece. 
 
Due Date:                                                                                                                                          . 



 
 
Ongoing Project throughout the year-Personality Plate.-  The personality plate is a plate that reflects the individual 
student. Students will ask parents/ guardians, coaches, and/ or  teachers what personality traits do they notice about the 
individual. Students will pick at least one that they agree with and come up with a representation of that trait to put on 
their personality plate. The plate must have a minimum of  15 and a max of 20 items on their plate. 
Due Date:                                                                                                                                          . 
 
Printmaking- Intaglio- Students will be able to experience an intaglio technique by carving into a piece of plexiglass. 
Students will go over all the different forms of printmaking and what makes each one unique. Students will use the 
printing press to print their design and will contribute to a classroom print exchange. 
 
Due Date:                                                                                                                                          . 
 
Zoetrope-  A Zoetrope is an early animation device that we have to thank for “moving images” which has fueled the 
knowledge of motion pictures/ movies. Students will watch the earliest documented movies as well as create their own 
zoetrope with their own animation. Students will learn about the persistence of vision and how our eyes and brain have 
a connection while being disconnected to make us interpret images as moving. 
 
Due Date:                                                                                                                                          . 
 
Yarn Art- This project will merge math and art. Student will create a mathematical design and use yarn to translate 
this 2D design on a board in a color or colors of their choice.  
 
Due Date:                                                                                                                                          . 
 
 
Ceramic Artists List 
http://flyeschool.com/content/ceramic-artists-page-1 
 
http://www.studiopottery.co.uk/potter_name.php 
 

Research presentation 
Presentation- 
Must have all of the given criteria: 
- Short summary of the artist 

- Biography 
- How/ why did they get into the ceramic field 
- What inspires their work 
- Describe their process, techniques, tools, practice, etc. 
- What do they specialize in ceramics and how/ why did they get to this point 

- How were you inspired by this artist?  
- How did it influence your work/ project? 
 

- What were the three most important things you learned from researching this artist and why? 
- What was your reason for choosing this artist? 
- What are your final thoughts about the artist and their work and your opinion of both 
 
 
 

http://www.studiopottery.co.uk/potter_name.php
http://flyeschool.com/content/ceramic-artists-page-1


 
Presentation Guidelines:  
-5-8 mins long.  
- 15 slide minimum of artist, artist work, studio, in progress shots, etc. 
-Email/ put in class folder so that it is ready to go the day of presentations 
 
Due Date:                                                                                                                                          . 
 
Due Date:                                                                                                                                          . 
 
Due Date:                                                                                                                                          . 
 
 
 


