
Creative Writing 

Syllabus and Description 

Mr. Evans 
 

Creative Writing is a course in which students will explore varieties of poetry, fiction, 

and other creative compositions.  Through reading many examples of poems and short 

stories and by constructing poems and stories of their own, students will gain an 

understanding of the art and craft of creative writing.  In addition to composing their own 

works, students will “publish” their work in a variety of ways, including bi-weekly in-

class readings, bi-weekly writing workshops, and organizing a final portfolio of their best 

writing. 

 

Grading 

Because of the subjective nature of creative writing, students will not be graded 

competitively with other students in the class.  Grading of individual writing assignments 

will be done through the use of rubrics, grading guidelines we will develop cooperatively 

the first week of class.  In addition to graded writing assignments, each marking period, 

students will be required to complete each of the following: 

 

 Submission of a piece of writing to one writing workshop 

 Participation in two in-class readings of their own writing 

 Participation in one one-on-one writing conference with the instructor  

 Submission of a notebook comprised of various in-class writings completed 

during the course of the marking period 

 

Textbook: Bailey, et al.  The Creative Writer’s Craft (to be kept in the classroom). 

 

Tentative Class Schedule: 

 

Week 1: Poetry: Ch. 2:  Narrating a Simple Conflict 

Week 2-3: Fiction:    What do I write about? 

Week 4: Poetry:  Ch 3:  Drawing an Unusual Comparison 

Weeks 5-6 Fiction: Ch 8:  Talking on the Back Porch 

Week 7: Poetry:  Ch 4  Writing from Daily Life 

Weeks 8-9: Fiction: Ch 9:  Transforming Memory to Fiction 

Week 10: Poetry:  Ch 5:  Mining the Memory 

Weeks 11-12:  Fiction: Ch10:  Keeping Your Distance 

Week 13: Poetry:  Ch 6:  Creating the Illogical World 

Weeks 14-15: Fiction: Ch11:  Moving Inside a Character 

Week 16: Poetry:  Ch 7:  Creating from Sentences and Words 

Weeks 17-18:    Preparing Final Portfolio and Class Anthology 

  


